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Section GG
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Objectives

• Identify the differences between G and GG

• Learn coding rules for each GG item

• Review examples of appropriate GG coding
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Section GG Overview

• Section GG is a portion of the MDS assessment that measures 
a patient’s performance on both Self-Care and Mobility items

• Currently Section GG is only required for SNF PPS (Medicare 
and Medicare-like) patients.

• Beginning on October 1, 2020, some states will require Section 
GG for all patients in order to capture the same billing codes 
used for skilled patients.

• Coding requirements for Section GG are significantly different 
than Section G.
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Section G versus GG

Section G Section GG

Captures the most need of the patient Captures the usual performance over a 3 
day period

Follows the “rule of 3” for coding and uses 
a 5 point scale

Uses a 6 point scale based on “helper” 
assistance provided 

Code for both self performance and 
support provided

Only one code per activity

One code for “activity did not occur” Four codes for “activity did not occur”
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Section GG Items – Self Care
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Section GG Items - Mobility
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Section GG Scoring
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GG Decision Tree
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Self-Care Examples - Eating



Therapy services and intellectual property provided by Functional Pathways. ©2020 All rights reserved. This information and materials was created by and is proprietary to Functional Pathways of Tennessee, 
LLC. Any unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this information and material, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited.

Self Care Examples - Eating
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Self Care Examples – Oral Hygiene
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Self Care Examples – Oral Hygiene
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Self Care Examples – Toileting Hygiene
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Self-Care Examples – Toileting Hygiene
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Mobility Examples – Sit to Lying
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Mobility Examples – Lying to Sitting on 
Side of Bed
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Mobility Examples – Sit to Stand
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Mobility Examples – Chair/Bed to Chair 
Transfers
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Mobility Examples – Chair/Bed to Chair 
Transfers
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Mobility Examples – Toilet Transfers
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Mobility Examples – Toilet Transfers
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Summary

• Reminder – Coding for section GG is the opposite of 
what you have been used to for section G on your 
ADL sheets

• Activities may be performed with or without assistive 
devices

• “Usual Performance” does not mean capturing the 
“best” or “worst” the patient is able to do – but how 
they are usually able to perform an activity

• Patients should be allowed to perform activities as 
independently as possible, as long as they are safe
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For Questions or Additional Training and Support, please contact the 
Clinical Team at:
PDPM@fprehab.com


